Histopathology of lymph nodal tuberculosis--university hospital experience.
Fifty-nine cases of tuberculous cervical lymphadenitis were analysed histologically. Characteristic epithelioid cell granulomas were seen in all the cases with central areas of caseation necrosis in 96.6% (57/59) of these cases. The diagnosis of tuberculosis was further established by the demonstration of acid-fast bacilli (AFB) in the tissue sections in 29 cases. These AFB, although occasional, were found more frequently within the epithelioid cells as compared with other zones of the granuloma. There was no significant association between necrosis and bacillary content. We conclude that light microscopical assessment is still a useful screening method to diagnose tuberculosis in cases of cervical lymphadenopathy.